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burden of the previous war.  But the formation of this military
force was irretrievably damaged by the failure of the Short
Parliament to vote any supplies at all.
It is unfortunate that details of the elections to this parliament
are almost completely lacking. Apparently, although Claren-
don1 stated that the parliament was 'most welcome to the whole
kingdom', its election docs not seem to have caused any great
excitement, perhaps because people were too surprised at so
great a novelty to have room for other emotions/ Most of the
old leaders from 1628-9 were re-elected, but less than one-
fourth of the members in 1640 had sat in the earlier body.3
On the opening day Finch, the new lord keeper, explained the
king's wishes. He asked members to lay aside all other debates
and to pass a bill granting as many subsidies as they thought fit.
When this had been done, the king would give time for the dis-
cussion of petitions for the good of the commonwealth. There
was but one reference made to the grievances that must have
been in the minds of his hearers—namely, tonnage and poundage
were declared only to have been taken dt>facto. Against this pro*
cedure a rigorous protest was made by Pym, who now became
the undisputed leader of the group opposed to Charles L In a
famous utterance, he catalogued with studious moderation the
grievances of the land, He began by enumerating the attacks
on the members and privileges of* parliament, followed this up
with the religious innovations, and concluded with what he
called 'grievances against the propriety of our goods'. On such
an occasion Pym was at his best. Probably no parliamentarian
could have marshalled the unpopular acts of the last fifteen years
so calmly yet .so comprehensively, As a negative programme,
Pyrn's statement leaves nothing to be desired. Generally speak-
ing, he anticipated the work of the first nine months of the Long
Parliament* On the other hand there is little in the speech to
show that Pym realized that he was virtually proposing a revolu-
tion* It is true, as Gardiner points out, that Pym said that 'the
parliament is that to the commonwealth which the soul fa to the
body.*4 But he did not explain how this political ideal was to
be attained. Nevertheless, whatever the limitations of the speech,
1 Rebellion* ii* 6a,
* Thomas May, Histoty qfth& Long Parliament (i$54)» p. 54*
3 'Much the greatest part having never before Mat in parliament,* (Clarendon, ii,
68*)	* Of, Rushworth, iii, 1133, and Gardiner, ix. ioa.

